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TRITONIA CUVIER, [1797] (GASTROPODA) ; PROPOSED DESIGNA¬ 
TION OF A TYPE-SPECIES UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. 

Z.N.(S.) 1215 

By Henning Lemche ( XJniversitetets Zoologiske Museum , Copenhagen^ 

Denmark) 

The generic name Tritonia was first proposed by Cuvier ([1797], Tabl. elem. : 
387) with a very clear diagnosis : “ qui ont, comme les limaees, le corps rampant 
et convexe sur le dos. Le nombre des tentacules qui entourent la bouche 
varie de deux a huit: les organes de la respiration sont des especes de panaches 
portes par les pedicules, ou des faisceaux de fibre regnant tout le long du dos 
There cannot be the slightest doubt as to what genus was intended but since 
no species were cited the genus was left without a type until Lamarck (1801, 
Syst. Anim. s. Vertebr. : 65) cited as the sole example of the genus the species 
Doris clavigera Muller, 1776 (Zool. dan. Prodr . : 229). This species does not 
conform to the original description of the genus and is now referred to the 
genus Limacia Muller, 1781 (Zool. Dan. (ed. 2) 1 (Danish text) : 65). 

2. In 1803 (Ann. Mus. Hist. nat. Paris 1 : 483) Cuvier again used the 
generic name Tritonia , including only one species, Tritonia hombergii Cuvier, 
1803 (loc. cit.) This species was universally accepted as the type-species of 
Tritonia Cuvier, and that genus was in general use until 1918, when Iredale 
(Proc. malac. Soc. London 13 : 29) rejected Tritonia Cuvier on the grounds 
that it was a junior homonym of Tritonium Muller, 1776 (Zool. dan. Prodr.: 243). 
In 1923 Iredale and O’Donoghue (Proc. malac. Soc. Lond. 15 : 229) rejected 
Tritonia Cuvier on the grounds that it was not available since there were no 
species included by Cuvier. On this occasion these authors adopted instead 
the generic name Sphaerostoma McGillivray, 1843 (Hist. Moll. Anim. Aber.: 335), 
of which the type-species by monotypy is Sphaerostoma jamesonii Macgillivray, 
1843 (ibid. : 336)—undoubtedly a junior subjective synonym of Tritonia 
hombergii Cuvier, 1803. According to Iredale and O’Donoghue, 1923, there 
are two other later synonyms of Tritonia , namely, Necromantes Gistl, [1847] 
(Naturgesch. Thierr. Schulen : XI), as replacement name for Tritonia Cuvier, 
1803, and Liriope Gistl, [1847] (ibid. : 171), type by monotypy Tritonia 
hombergii Cuvier, 1803. The last name is one of three junior homonyms of 
Liriope Lesson, 1837—a name in use in the Class Scyphozoa (see Bull. zool. 
Nomencl. 18 : 40 and 44, where it is proposed that Liriope Gistl be placed on 
the Official Index). 

3. After the rejection of Tritonia in 1923 by Iredale and O’Donoghue most 
authors changed to other names. Some, however, were reluctant to change. 
Pruvot-Fol (1954, Faune de France 58 : 346) still uses Tritonia , and the late 
R. Winckworth was of the opinion that Tritonia ought to be protected and 
intended to ask the Commission to place Tritonia on the Official List of Generic 
Names (in litt. 15.iii.49). 

4. The present position is therefore that the generic name Tritonia has been 
used for many years with Tritonia hombergii Cuvier, as the type-species, 
whereas the true type by subsequent monotypy is Doris clavigera Muller, and 
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has finally been rejected for an invalid reason. Tritonia is used in almost all 
the literature up to 1923, and some modern authors stick to it, and there are 
several generic names derived from it. There is, moreover, a family-group 
name based on Tritonia Cuvier, namely, tritoniidae H. & A. Adams, 1858 
(Gen. rec. Moll. 2 : 62), later misspelt tritoniadae by Bergh, 1884 (Semp. 
Reis. Philip II, Malac. Unters. Ill (15) : 698). 

5. There are three junior homonyms of Tritonia Cuvier, the first being 
Tritonia Meigen, 1800, proposed to be placed on the Official Index in the 
application dealing with the names of Meigen, 1800 (see Bull. zool. Nomencl. 
18 : 25). In the same application (ibid. : 48) it is also proposed that Tritonia 
Turton, 1825, and Tritonia Geyer, 1832, be placed on the Official Index. 

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is therefore 
asked :— 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all designations of type-species 

for the nominal genus Tritoiiia Cuvier, [1797], and having done so, 
to designate Tritonia hombergii Cuvier, 1803, to be the type-species 
of that genus ; 

(2) to place the generic name Tritonia Cuvier, [1797], (gender : feminine), 

type-species, by designation under the plenary powers in (1) above, 
Tritonia hombergii Cuvier, 1803, on the Official List of Generic Names 
in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name hombergii Cuvier, 1803, as published in the 

binomen Tritonia hombergii (type-species of Tritonia Cuvier, [1797]), 
on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology ; 

(4) to place the generic name Necromantes Gistl, [1847] (a junior objective 

synonym of Tritonia Cuvier, [1797]), on the Official Index of Rejected 
and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology ; 

(5) to place the name tritoniidae H. & A. Adams, 1858 (type-genus 

Tritonia Cuvier, [1797]) on the Official List of Family-Group Names 
in Zoology; 

(6) to place the name tritoniadae Bergh, 1884 (type-genus Tritonia 

Cuvier, [1797]) (an incorrect spelling of tritoniidae H. & A. Adams, 
1858), on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group 
Names in Zoology. 


